CHAPTER L

“Order the pony trap at onee, Jenifer.
and drive in to Exeter an fast as you ean.
It is really providentinl that 1 got that
eard from Tammy last night, telling me
about the teal nnd widgeon; tenl iv what
your hrother prefers, 1 know, but if the
teal are all gone—"

“It there's a doubt about any being
left, don't you think I may as well give
myself the benefit of the doubt, mother,
sod stay for tennis this afternoon

“My denr Jenifer, what are vou think
Ing about” With all 1 have on my hend
between now and to-night, is it likely that
1 shall overweight myself with the ‘last
straw’ which tennis would be?" Mrs,
Ray asked, with a manner that, hod it
been silk, might be deseribed ax nmuse-
ment shot with vexation. “Your brather
—yonr eldest hrother—is hringing home
his bride. and 1 have only six hours

herein to prepare a fitting reception for

er.”

“1 don’t think my eldest brother de-
perves 1o have so much consideration
shown to him, as we never knew that he
had n hride, or thonght of having one. till
Bis telegram came half an hour ugo,” Jei-
Wer said, coldly.

“Ah, my dear, perhaps not; but if you
Bad & son you would most likely be as
lenient to his lapses toward you ag [ am
1o Hubert's toward me. | am his mother,
and if the thought of his wife has put me
out of lus mind for n time, why, all 1 can
do is ta leve bher the more for having won
0 much from my son, for to have won
so muoch she must mve given lirgely.”

“And if I could ever forget a moment
{which 1 ean’t) that rou are the sweetest
and wisest mother in the world, I'd say |
yon were talkin - 10 and nonsense now,” |
Jeniter suid heartily, “As it s I'll only
tell you that the teal shall be offered op |
to Hubert to-nizht, if any are to be got in
Exeter.”

“1 shall put the dinner off till elght,
Jeniter. Tnat will give you time to do
all the lowers after you come hack. What
will your father sav when he henrs of it?
I wish be would come before any of these
powaible tennis people arrive. It would
be so nwkward felling him before them
all”

“Father will s furions for five min-
ates, and then he will make us feel that
we are not half ferviil enongh in our ex-
pressions of delight at the prospeet of ro-
ceiving Hubert's bride.  Don™t tronhle
yourself more thau you can help, wothe
dear, while I'm away.”

Fler heart was beavy and her hend
ached, but shie did not let Nettle, the pony,
lag on his way., As she drove him from
shop to shop in Exeter, there were ming
who noticed that Miss Ray looked very
thoughtful., Indeed, so absorbed wius she
fo the contemplation of the subject of her
brother's warringe, that she passed sev-
eral acquaintances without recognizing
them. At last, one lolder than the rest,
tarned, after lifting his hat, when he
heard hor pull up 8° the gume shop.  And
an she sprang out of the trup be contrived
t0 b pussing.

“You here, Miss Ray, and a tennis
party going on at Moor Royal? What
does this portend 7'

*You here, Captain Edgecumb, when
we all thought you safe on leave for the
pext month? You would have had an in-
vitation for tennis to-day, ouly father tole
ws you were away.” '

“1 eame back unexpectedly —got sick of
London, and sicx for—one of the environs
of Exeter. May [ come in and help you
to choowe some of Tummy's wild fowl?”

“No: bt you may hold Netiiw: or, better
still, you go in and get what T want and
I'll get into the trap again.”

‘When he came put aguin, she stooped
forwara and said:

“You genernlly see Hubert whon yoa
g0 mwtown. Did you enll on him this

“1 tried to look him up,” be paid, engag-
ing himself in rearrunging her purcels in
the bottom of the trap, “but he was out
when [ called.”

“He Is coming home to-night. Ile is
married, and his wife and he are coming

to
enonxh now, and sbe was sure there was
' of surprise and something of

through the High street, musing on what
he had just heard.

“It clears my path toward the other
one; but I didn't think you would have
stolen such A& march an this on me, Misa
Etfie; bat, noe matter! [ only hope, for
denifer's sake, you won't ruin Hubert
Hay."

As Jenifer more than half feared and
expected, she found all the possible guests
aasemblid on the tennis ground when she
got home. But though the moving spirit
of Moor Royal was sbsemt, the mistress
af the house had done well for them. That
% to sy, she had permitted those whe
came o flirt to do so without interrup-
tion, #nd she had given pleaty of tea, cof-
cuken, delicately rolled bread and
butter und prapes 1o those who think ten-
nin u snare and a deloston withoot these
acoompaniments.

And all of these guests were full of curi-
osity respecting the great event; for Mrs.
Ray had desmed it better not to make o
myatiry about what must be so soon wide-
Iy known.

8o she told them that her son was mar-
riedd, and that be and his bride would be
home that night, and that was all she had
to tell

Time went on, the tennis party broke
up and dispersed, and each individual
member of it enrried away s different
version of the story of Hubert Ray's se-
eret marriage, for circnlation in his or her
oW sel.

It grew dusk in these Deotoler days at
six o'clock, and at seven Hobert and bis
wife would arrive,  And still the head of
the house, the master of the fumily, was

fee,

| absent and in ignoranee of his eldest son's

marringe. Mrs. Hoy grew straugely nerv-
0us.

Her husband wus wont to be out Iute
frequently, for he wae nn ardent sports-
wan, and with his dock gun and puat he
would pass many a winter night on the
marshes about Exmonth.

At weven o' elock Jenifer caome down,
dressed  for dinner, nto  the dreawing
goomy, and found ber mother therse ulone.

“Is Jnck in, mother dear?”" she salid,

“Yeox, Jenuny: Jack enme in ten minntes
ago. 1 thought he might have been with
your father, but Juck bas seen nothing
of him all dax.’

Jeniter wont MY in search of her young
ent brother, with g sense of oppression aid
uneertainty about ber such as had never
afflicted  her before

Jaek was still whistling when his sis
ter knooked we s door, ool she Felt thint
she could have rebuked him hotly for sueh
evidence of enllousniess, when ber soul
was being wrung by douabis atd fears for
Hupert.

“Muke hosti down, and do e a little
grave for onee, Juek.” she said, o o hawd-
womme lnd, the very connterpart of hepself,
open] the door.

“Why sm 1 to le gruve? 1 was prepar-
ing to be enpecially festive! 1 thought it
was the right thing to be when o bride
was huried ioto the midst of o family.”

“Whut do you think sbout i1, really,
Jack?"

“1 haven't thougi! much aliout it, only
I shouldn't like to think that you woukl
marry n fellow, and bear down upon his
people withont having been duly adver-
tined. What do you think of it yourself,
Jenifer?*

“I'm afraid to think. 'm afraid |
shall never like hor, and «linll never for-
get that she has been the caoke of mnk-
ing Hubert do the tirst mean thing he
ever ¢l in his life”

Jncek's room was in a side wing, and
hin window looked out on the stuble yuri
at the eist end of the window. But even
ng thix distanee frowm the front entranee,
sounds reached them now, as of an ar
rival! nid confusion.

“They've come,” Jenifer maid, guick
chamgrs of eolor flecting over bier faer.
“Jaek, oome down with me, 1 drend—"

Hhe puased abruptly. More sonnd, more
confusion. The trampling now of many
feet, and then a long, wharp cry.

At the sound of that ery the young aix-
ter wnd brother sped along the corridor
and down the mtairs on Aying feet, Thers
in the lall, held back—hustled back it ul-
moént seemed—by distracted, weeping ser-
vants stood their mother, quiet now, but
with such a look of horror on her face ax
mnade them pray that ahe might cry.
scream, do anything to relieve that terri-
ble tension of agony. And there on a
burdle, covered op with rugs, “something”
was lying in such awfol stillness 1lat
they knew at once it wan death,

And further knew that death and their

own room, where the silence, and the
thunght that he would gever share it with
Ler agaln fell upou her mereifully like 8
blow, and resdered her unconscioos

“Hettor w0, Jenlfer said to Jack who
was unversed in the dectripes of Jthe
“Hlessed baln' of uncouscioustides, s8¢l
cowe out of this fainting 1 &y exbhaget
ed that she must sleep, aod  wben rhr
awakes she'll b stronger to bwar eyverr-
thing. ©Oh, Jack! and an bour age we
thought Hubert's marriage a tronble!™

With his face swellen with erring, Jaeck
went down preseutly, to have hin father's
corpse wmoved out of the way of his
brother's bride; and, as he stoml there in
the hall giving broken directions amidst
his sobw, the carriege deew up at the door
with the newly warcied pair,

Hubert leapt into the house at once,
ardeut, expectant, bhalf pshamed of Lim
self, and yet full of pride in the wife who
was calmly awalting ber reception in the
Carringe outside

“What! vo fauther and mother, and wo
Jeniter to welcome us?’ he cried in sur-
prise; and then he saw Jack's fuce, and
ktew in an inwtant that some tragedy
had just been enacted

Iu s fow words the younger brother put
the elder one in possession of so many of
the facts us he was noguaioted with him
self, and while they were still speaking
in disjointed sentenees and hol
Mrs. Hubert Ray sprang out of the es

ringe tnto the hall, and stoad before them, |

looking strapgely bright asd indifferent
in that house of horror

“What Js it, Hugh?" she asked in a
ringiug., high-pitched “have we
ecotie to the wrong house, or haven't yvour
people zot the telegram % 1 dstest

Then her husband checked her, telling
her, genutly and gradunlly, nod with far
more cotusiderntion than was needful,
that his father was dead,

“How awkward—I mean how dread
ful! she sald guickly, and then she drew
her long sealskin cloak more closely round
ber, md turned to warm her feet ot the
wisnd fire which was burning cheerfully
through all the misery at the end of the
hiall

Looking at her as she stood there, one
tiny foot stretehed out to eateh the full
;ul'"l" wf the bright blaze, the Ggure slight
w thrown hack to maintain s equilib
rivm, and the face averted to save it from
getting seorched, Juek sod the others who
beheld her for the first tiine saw o most
attrnctive Younug lli'l)"

Slim to a paint of slimness that might
nimost be ealled attenvation, not tall,
but giving the impression of gooa height
by reason of her exteaordinnrily erect and
graceful earringe; fnir, with a white fair-
ness that wonld always render hors e
markable face in a country in which the
roke predominates aver the lily: with no
fontare worth mwentioning for s good-
nens, save the eves,  But these most dis.
tinetly were worth mentioning. Blae,
eold, and bright as steel, they had o falty
nf purpose in their steady, unflinching
gaze that rarely failed to find oot what-
ever she wnnted 1o have revenled,

Hubert went for and came back with
his sister hanging on his arm, and M
Hubert withdrew her foot from the fire,
stood 8 trifle more ereet, and, with on-
ruffied mien, waited for the introduction
that was imminent.

“You two are sisters now, and must love
one another like sisters,” Hulert nsaid,
with a faint assumption of hope that such
might e the ense.  Whereat his wife
smided politely, gave bher hand 1o Jeniter
an instant, and then resamed ber occupa-
tion of warming lier fest.

“They get so vold traveling,” she said,
apologetically: “so cold that often whon
I pome in I won't spenk to any one™

“Mother ean't sew you pet,"” Jenifer sald,
shivering.  “Will you take her love and
god wishes from me ¥

“Oh, yer,” Mre, Hubért said, affably
“Will you tell her from me that 1 feel
it to be very distressing and awkward
that 1 should bave come just at this time.
but yon see I conldn’t know what wes
guing to happen, could 177

“Orh, no one could knoew! Oh, my fath-
pr—my father!” Jegifer wept out in oo
frosh burst of anguish,

“Dinner is—when dild son say ¥ Mrs
Hubert asked, ax Mrs. BRay's own maid
appreared with Lghted candle to conduet
the bride to her soon

Mre, Huabert addressesd Jenifer, Iuit
Jonifer sl eudired o the utinost, aud
this was the last straw.

*Whenever yon please to order it for
vourself. We RRays have not muach appwe
tite for dinner.”

“Oh, 'm a Roay too, for thet matter,”
Mrs. Hubert said Hghtly, as her sister-ine
lnw swept post her and ont of the hall in
u torrent of tears and wrath,

“I wuppose | oesdn’t deess ™ Mes. Hao-
bert sajd to Chalmers, the maid, when
slie reached the state bedroots which g
been preparsd for her with enre, voder
Mre, Ras's loving soperintendence,

“I suppose o will do as yon plense,
ma'am,” Chalmers replied with hardly
sustiined self-control.

Her hands were trembling as she an-
fastened Mrs, Huobert's traveling trunks;
but full as her beart was of woe for the
exlamity thar had come apon the house.
she wonld not let a tear (ol before this
well-tempered bit of steel who had come
to be the young mistress at Moor Royal

The young lady was arraying herself
ina white cashmero dressing gown, trit-
med richly with white laee, which fell
wronnd her in soft, snowy folds as she
spoke. All her movements were soft, un-
dulnting snd graeeful, apd it mast have
been o fantidious cye indeed that did not
rest on her wita plessure,  Nevertholess
Chnlmers recolled from her, enlld her
“n white ent” privately, and went off to
seck Mr. Hubert, with the firm conviction
in her mind that he had dooe an 1)l deed in
marrying and bringing home this fash-
ionn ble looking white witeh,

Menntime, Hubert and Jenifer had been
having that trying thing—a first inter
vlew ofter the first breach of trust.

*“There is no thanght of its belng other
than an accident, v there?" he asked,
unxiously, speaking of his father's death,

“Oh, Hubert, no! don't even ask that of
our father; his foot most hare canght in
the brambles on the top of the hedge,
and in the fall be most bave stroggled
and the gon went off as be fell, Jack
says, for it was not iu his band wheo he
was found."”

“It's nwrul to me 1o think that my
father should never have seen my wife.”

“He never even knew that you bad one;
he wan out all day, and—eud mether and
I hnd to bear it all alone.” )

*“Yon mean the news of my marrage?”

Jenifer nodded.

“l was afraid ~ou'd be staggered by the
telegram; but, s Fiffie's sister—
Is & great hand for dolng things off sharp-
ly. ¥he's a charming woman; you'll like
her immensely If she only takes to you,
and she's sure to do that, Jenny, for
you're the sweetest and preftiest creature
in the world; but sb¥'s Impaisive to & de

Yoliw

gree, and someliow or other, when ene's’

with ber, one's Lurried on to do every-
thing she suggests. 11 it hadn’t been for |

her 1 should never have bad the pluck to |

propose a sudides secret marriage to Effie,
for Efhe was eugaged 10 some oné elve,
vou kunow; but Floran—Mre Jarvoise—told
me in cvnfidence that if | didu’t marry
Eflie straight off the reel without givi~q
ber time to think, that 1 sbould lose her
altogethwr. Say something, Jeany dear;
it's mot ke you to withhold sympatbhy
from e, Say something about her; she's
viw of those charming girls who get so
worshiped tost they seem a lttle spoilt
solnetimes, bet lu reallty whe s capable
of sactiiving berself to any exteut for
those shie luves; see how she has sacrificed
hersell for me™

“I cau ouly—1 mean, 1 hope she will
muke you happy,” Jepifer said pitecusly,
“Pron’t ask e to say more to-night, Hu-
bert. My beau and heart are both barn-
ing. ‘I'his is owur first trouble, aud you
are not shariag it with us as you wouald
hinve Oh, Huobert, forgive el
Everything is too havd to-night”

“Never wind, denr,” e sald forgiving-
Iy, wiping bis own eves, and moving his
remorse by the sight of
his emolion: “never mind, denr t's n
litele pard on poor Ettie 1hat throngh this
dreadfol misery »l shonld Iwe t

ferer Bereelf In the way het's not one
4

done,

pister to e

e mande
hat &
y miake g fuss nbeut things."

“It you please, " Chalmoers
coming o at this juneture, “Mrs
bert's los

salil,
Hu
o L ¥ovi, ntnd her hend is aching
horribly, and she's as uncomfortable as
she ean be, and will you go w her at
Ii;}"l".'“

“Poosr K™
despmiringiy,

1T,

her husband eselalmed
ns he hurried from the room
to see after his bride's well belng
Ia o miloute more Jenifer was in her
mother's room, The blesss] stage of gn-
consclonsness wan long past, and the Lwe-
rewsed woman, with every sense keenly on
the alerl; was sitting by the fire. not so
much for the sake of the warmth as be-

enuso in e fery caverns she seemd 1)

sot prietires of her past hafipy 1ife.
| The pletare the flames painted most
| vividly was the one of her home-coming

as n brade. How Joyfal and bright all
hnd been ot Moor Rogal that dey! And
now e who had brought her home and
muade all the joyfulness and brightness
| wos Iying dead, and their ollest son bhad
browght homwe his beide, and gained ooth-
Hg hut a eodd weleome for her
Her thonghts were dwelling on this as

Jeniter eame in, and inoan instant the
| daighiter saw thnt there was some men-
tn)] sthiwulant 4t work in ber wother,

“1 wis stuntied just now, Jenifer, and
hardly understoond that 1| was refusing to
s my new daughter. Lot Hubert biring
her to me now,  We ean lenrn to love one
another o woll in sorrow us o joy,” she
wiid Jenifer came and knelt before her

= are sure you can stand It tother

| parts of Northwestern Canada,

had suddenly regained s vigor
| J

| turbances

Toumbling Mustard,

It S andd that the tumblog mustard,
& weed ntroduced from Europe about
twenty yvears ago, has become very
troubdeésomne In Maniteba and other
Frof. |
Fletelwer, of Ottawn, estimates that ol
single plant benrs no less than 1,500,000
werinds !

“Iark Light™

Monsjeur Lo Boi, o French exper
mwenter, reports that he lins obigined
outline photognphs dry
through s shivet of iron, slmply with the
all of np ordinary kerosene Lymg. Te
gots the best effects by lacking the iron
with a sheet of lewd, Tt the rays do
not, ke the X-ravs, penetrate blnck
paper.  He ealls the radintion which
pl‘t.ulul'n'-: the ||||uhl;.‘,'!‘:||lhu “ark Nght.”

o ate

The Cradie of Mankind.

The recent discovery In Somaliland
by Mr. Seton-Karr 5 regirded as oo
lmportant conteibution to the eovidene:
by means of wlilch men of scelence o,
eveatunlly, to e able to loeate the ern
Me of the human mee. The implements
referred to are ldentleal in form with
those fourdd Iy Northwestern Eutope
add o Tudia, aod this et = thought o
D on Tndiention thar in the remote prs
Iistorie thmes called
age the lohabitants of Asla, Afriea nud
Europe belonged to g slngle raee,

the Paloeolithile

Exterminuting Butterflics,

Collectors of butterties In England
are Romewhat alarmed at the prospect
of the extlonetlon of several locallzed
species, mainly through the effects of
overcollection. Ttapenrs that three spe-
cles of butterlles bave already been
exterminated, at least  from  thelr
known haunts, and that three other

darling” Yoo are sure yon won't pot
yourselr to wore pin by the exertion : il

The widow shook bher head,

“It will plean- Hubert, and what have
I to live for bgt to plesnse ty chiildren ¥

“That's no new thing: yon have doge
that nll vor lives,” Jenifer subd, rising up
nnd kissing her mother's hoods o oa
parnxyam of love and pity.

Then she steadied and eollected her
selt, nud, half fearing how her mission
wotld e met, went o search of her
brother nnd his wife.

{To be continuged.)

Strange bat True. '
A wellknown naturalist and sports-

spiecles are In imminent danger of ox
tinetion, ond the Entomoeloglonl Soclety
has heen peguested to taks some netion
for the protection of the lnsects
of the mueh-hunted species, 1t 18 sald,
will probably take final refuge o the
Irreclalmalile fens of Norfolk,

S

Valuable Fox-Bkina

The most expensive and bheantiful of
all fox fur, sccording to Knowledge, s
thnt of the American sllver fox. The
color Is nsually almost entirely black,
except the tip of the tall, and certain
gray-white markiogs on the bhack,
thighs and head,  Occaslonally a eom-

man was shooting quall one day near
the Pyramids, Bighting an owl, he
ralsed Wls gun, and was about o pull!
the trigger when, juilge of Lis surprise, |
the bipd suddenly twisted in lts Olght|
as If shot, and came Huttering to his|
feet. On examination he discovered
that the bird, wihough In midair, had
broken Ity wing through the were ¢x-
ertlon of s fight,

When shiooting on the moors in York-
shire an unlucky sportsiman had his
one solltary chance durlog the beat
spotled by an extrordinary aechlent.
Just as e was shooting at a grouse
fiying abont forty yards nway, an-
other bird, which had evidently lost
It presetce of wind, Auttered in front
of Wls gun. veceiving the whole of the
charge In It= body. It was lirerally
blown (o pleces,

Booth., the well-known collsetor of
Brightonu, onee did the very satme thing.
He was firlng at a small Aock of eom
mon pochard when the charge lung
fire, o consequence of which a4 rare
specimen bad tlme Ay into the line
of shot. 1t Is now In the Brighton
Musenm.

Apropes, a4 Ktrange freak of part-
ridges may be mentioned.  Upon cer.
taln oceaslons they will Ay far omt
to sen and settle on the top of  the
waves with ax muoell unconcern as
if they were on a turnlp field, sl
thimgh It means certain death to every
one of the covey.—DPearson’s Weekly.

An Ingenloun King,

Before Mer. Massaia was elevated
to the cardinalate lLe passed muoch
time In Abyssinla and was the prime
favorite of King Menelek. One day
the king asked the future prince of
the churceh to secure him n sewing
machineg, of which he had heard. The
mnehine was shipped to Abyssinla In
parts, and no one at the court or In
the following of Mgr. Massala could
put them together. At last the king,
despairing of outalde help, took the
macline to his rooms, worked at it
all night, and the next mornlug sent
for the monsignor and the queen to
show them his handiwerk. Ile lLad
mcceeded In putting the parts to-
gether perfectly.

Varnishes.

Turpentine varnishes are prepared
by dissolving the softer resins, wuch
as common rosin, mastle, ete,, In the
best commercial oll of turpentine.
They are mostly lighter In color than
oll-varnishen; they dry quickly. but
the surface of dry varnkh produced
in Jean durmbio thau tha! oltained with
oll-varulshes,

Prioks,

It appears the red brick Is not cos
sidered sufficlently artistle, and in I»
place we are furnished with the.bricy
of lighter hue—pink, buff, yellow, aud,
In fact, of nearly every shade. A brick
can be made that 's as motiled as »
seagull's egg, or one that will show
the varying tints of an surumn leat

| senree,

pletely black specimen s found, and
thery are also some which are con-
pletely gray, The anhnl was onie
comparatively abundant, but Ix now
and about n year ago a single
fine skin was =old In London for the
surprising sum of 875, In 184 many
sking were sold for more than $500
aplece.  The cheapest sklosw are the
pale-colorm] ones, some of which do not
command more than $25,

A Walking Fish,

A queer [wh, ealled the “walking
goby,” or the “hopping s, Is found in
the Todian Ocean as well as along the
shores of West Afrien.  Crowds of
these eurious crentures, resembling tad
poles o thelr outlines, bask In
sut on a muddy shore and seamper off
on being disturbed. Many of them keep
e enda of thelr long talls dipped in
the water, while they He on the sun
Pasited puadd, or =00 on angrove roots,
and Prof, Haddon has suggested that
there amay he an organ of respimition
‘n the end of the tall, addittoual to the
elmilar orgnns o the gllls. A more e
cent investligator, Dr. Forhes, of Livepy
pool, thionks the fAsh are alide to store
a4 sufflelent quantity of water iy thelr
gille to muintaln aguatiec resplration
during their prolonged absences on the
shiore,

thie

Great Tide Waves,

Those who see the rise il fall of the
Hides In our Atlsutle barbors seldom
thilnk of the wonderful career of the
moon-ridsed ocent-wnves which enuase
the tidal Anx and reftux. Such billows
not only erows the sea, but flow from
Geenn into ocenn, and In this way com-
plieated  movements are set  going,
Thus, as Mr. Vanghan Cornish las re
cently reminded Eoglish readers, ones
noevery twelve liours the moon rises
nothle billow o the Scuthern Indlan
Deean, When this Willow passes e
Cape of Good Hope, at noon, its sue-
cossor & already born, and by the thine
the nrst illow hisa reached the Azores
Islands, ot miduight, the second s
roumling the Cape, and a third las
vegne luto existence i the southern
vevan. By 4 o'clock In the morning fol-
lowing Its passage of the Cape the tide
pillow reaches the English Channel and
there the shinllow water delays It wy
much that It doem not arrive at the
Stralts of Dover untll 10 a. m. Here
the narrowing Channel cnnsea the tide
to rise very high and almost puts an
e#nd 1o the wave. In the meantime an-
other branch of the hillow runs around
the weatern slde of the Britlsh Ixlnnds,
rounds the north point of Bcotland, and
moves alowly down the eastern conxt
of England, until it finally flows up the
Iﬂhmq and laps the wharves of Lon-

'l

‘lnrllu'-.

On May 28 mention was made In thle
column of & curious theory concerning
the history of a very old Ar-tree from
North Ameriea, - section of the lower
part of whose trunk |s preserved lu Ea-

P tlon of the trunk wod narrow

gland. The growth rings In the trunk

show {hat the tree lved for several
bundred years, and Ll wied 1t wad
about & century old somethiog lape
penesd which interfered with and e
layed its growtl. The effect was h pro-
ditee & serivs of riugs very uarmow and
close together, followed by rings of the
nsual width, Judieating that the tree
A
mentioned the
srowth of
& of aturspherie dis-
in the Middle which
cased widespread epidemles o Eorops
aud Aste, and presumably (o North
Amerien slso. Mr B. E Fernow, of
Waalilngton, writes to Nature that he
thinks this theory s lardly tenable,
Zaotien of parrow  rlugs, says, Are
cotmon 11 gl of our trees, and he sug-
gests this explanation:  Let a tree, ke
the fir in question, grow up aoder fo-
vorable conditions for a humdred yedron,
amd then let a hurrdoane break off &
large part of Its crown Suddenly, at
lenst within a year, the rings of growth
will become marrow.  Within about
thirty yoenrs the crown recupiriies but
stidl the food-material descemling from
the lenves I8 sennty for the lower por-

Ings eoi-

cording to the th
jnfluence that retadesd Th
the tree wias o ser

ATy

tinne to form thers,  Higher up the ree,
howeyer, the rings will be foand widen-
tng.  Fiually, and rather suddenty, the
supply normnl lower down
amd the ringe resume  their regular
widtlh, Thus various aceidents occur
rng to a tree record thelr effects oo jue
rings of growtl.
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England's Food Supply.

Strong as the English war fleer Is, 1t
is very fur from heing strong enough to
sueeessfully engage a possibile combina-
tlon of Neets aond at the same thime pro-
1ot our sed horoe food supply, says
the Nimeteenth Centary. If the United
Rintes and Russin declared war with
Engtand there woultd practically be no
Fodml "l’l'I'l.\" left to protect, 'I‘II!‘_“
would keep the Immense supplies we
pow get from them at home, aod the
fenr of capture or destruction would
effectuglly prevent Argenting and other
peutrals from sending fomld 1o us o any
suMclent gquantity.

Wihat 15 waunted s that, Instead of
oy n precarious week's supply, we
shonld have stored up o this country
enongh corn to Inst for at least twelve
wonths,  Experts in the corn trnde
pgree thnt there would e no Insapera-
bl dimienity o gradually acemmolat-
Jg this store of corn, 11 wonld be for
pxperts to advise as to the best meth-
ods and places of storage.

Perhnps the hest plan would e to dls-
tribute It over the country In magazinos
at the milltary depots glving the mill-
wry anthiorithes charge of 1t bhut If 1t
wits In the conntry and safe It would
not so moch wntter where It was. Al
though mest of onr corn s wade o
tour at the great ports, it wonld not be
wike, seelng that most of them are so
defenseless, to store it there.

The entire coutrol and management
of this great patlcnal store of corn
ahould be under some permanent gov-
crnment department.  Although Its ex.
jstenoe could not fall ta have a steady-
ing effect on the corn market, {t should
e ontslde all speculative Intfluences,
the price st which It would be sold,
when necessary to sell it belng fixed by
law. Tt would e no wacrifles, In the
long run, for the ecountry to provide
sipeh o peserve of fodd, nx It would al-
witye e worth its cost,

Other nutions necumulste golid for use
In war tme,  We shonld lnve 8 war
clieat of corn, I we have it what will
I do?

It will give our navy thne fo devote
ligelf to the erushing of the navy or
navies opposed fo us. It will glve oy
toane, with out great resonroes, to ang
ment onr fAghting fieet 1w almost any
extent, aml It will glve our formers
time to grow  thiree four thes
mueh corn and bresd a much rger
guantlty of cattle nnd sheep than they
now do,

0r HL

Napoleon's Irregular Dealings,

The Hmbargo Act, pussed in 1807 by
the Amwerlmn Congress, hond been en-
tirely to Napoleon's HKing, ns i« proved
Ly the Bayoune decree of 1808, which
erdered the selzure and sale i Freneh
harbors of all Amerlean ships trans
wriasing 1t hat the Nondntercourse Aot
of Murch 1, 188, enabled a vessel hold-
Ing bwithi n French and a British Heense,
It provided HRewise with “sloninted”
papers of any peuatral state, to trade In
Britlsli goods almost withont restrie
tlon. This Napoleon chose to consider
As open hostility, and vunder the Ham
bauillet deeree of March 28, 1510, Amer
lenn vessels, with thelr enrgoes, worth
togethier aver $5000000, were selzod.
His dealings with the United Riates
were very irregular; berwesn 1802 and
1511, on one pretext or another, H08
whips fiying their flag were selzsd o
French harbore: and the number selzed
in those of Holland, Spain, Tvomnrk
and Naples was also very large; but
during the same period Great Britain
selzed] 017, and there In no proof that
Napoleon lutendisd anything more than
foreing the transatlantie republle ot
uontility with England.—Century,

Protection Against Bnorers.

Now i New Jermey Justice has passed
Judigment on a man who was charged
with disturblog the nelghborlivod with
his snoring, which the prosecution
lkened unto the noise from a boller
factory In full operation, The justice
aidvised the man with the wonderful
snoring power to move or réndiust his
breathing apparatus, It was ¢lnlined by
the nelghbors that he could v heard
snoring A square or More awny. An
individual with soch lungs  would
doubtless make a good cornet player,
Over in Jersey they do not want to
give & man a chance to even sleep
without disturbing him.—Harrisburg
Patriot.

You have probably remarked how
soont you get over being In love. Well,
people who are In love with you are
Just as bad,




